THROUGH TZEELAS WINGS

DESERT

Two unique organisms live in the Libyan desert: the little ant
and the mutated butterfly Tzeela. They are both connected
to the wind and the rocks, and to the desert, and to the sand
that was heated by the warmth of a meteor 25 million years
ago, melted, solidified, and was turned into little pieces of
glass. What will the ant and Tzeela do with the Libyan desert
glass?

THE ANT AND THE LIBYAN DESERT GLASS

Smooth textures, a small army of ants is moving swiftly and
determinedly in straight lines across the glass-like surfaces
of the big blocks of granite. Ant legs adhere before they lose
balance. Then they let go again - like rhythmic suction cups.
They brush the shiny side of the hard rock abruptly. When the
rock ends, the ants wander straight into the almost boiling
sand. They disappear down into their enchanted, crackling
cave.

Tjri-tjru-gui-tji

Warm, sandy wind. At the rearguard of the little army moving
in sweeping lines, one ant is constantly attentive: millions of
blocks, massive pieces of rock — the ant is on guard. It's just a
little animal among the blocks. It has counted the rocks, the
ant, often, but it has never arrived at the same number, it has
lost count. It's too small and can't get a sense of perspective.
It's lost in the warm, sandy wind. It follows the directions
imposed by the wind, which has polished the ant's abdomen
— just like it shaped the rocks.

The wind shapes the ant's perception of the world now, over
time. The wind affects the ant's memory. The blocks used to
be more or less submerged in the ground. Throughout time,
the ant has seen the warm sandy wind free the rocks from
the ground and bring them to life.

And even before this, at the time when the rocks were still
completely hidden, the ant saw a whirling meteor appear in
the sky — a hectic guest from outer space; it saw the meteor
splinter into fragmented pieces, saw each fragment be turned
into a ball of fire that created an intense heat in the desert
sand.

Perhaps it was the ant's ancestors that saw the meteor strike
thousands of ant generations back? And the images have
been passed down - now they're boiling in the little ant's
body. It sees it before its eyes: sand being covered by fire.
Schuuuui, shhhhiiiiii, sjjji, the wind hisses, describe how the
desert glass was created. The rocks answer growlingly: in the
little yellow-green pieces of glass, there are rare zircon crystals
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that can only be created in intense heat - 1800 degrees.
Hotter than the lava of volcanoes. The crater isn't visible in
the desert sand - people have wondered whether it really was
a meteor that struck here 25 million years ago. The traces
are hidden. No, the meteor splintered before it struck. But the
intense heat still made the sand so explosively hot that it
melted, became soft and liquid. Then it solidified — perhaps
the entire desert was covered by a smooth surface? It would
have cracked immediately, had someone walked across it.
Now the desert suddenly resembled a hall of mirrors — as
though the Sun King in Paris had planned a decadent ball
with pomp and circumstance. All surfaces are reflecting and
absorbing light. The ant's ancestors could have been dancing
and sliding around the scalding floor with their thousands of

light, springy legs.

1000 tons of glass slowly shattered and fragmented. Sudden-
ly the desert became full of deep cracks, like an arctic ocean
when the spring sun appears and the sea of ice is broken.

The years go by - and the 1000 tons of glass stones dig
themselves deeper into the sand. The little frivolous pieces of
glass deposit there — perhaps they're ashamed of being unlike
the soft sand on which the Bedouins' camels wander. Now
the thousands of glowing yellow stones lie buried in the chilly
darkness of the desert sand vibrating - bumping against
each other soundlessly — hacking and striking at one another.

And the ant clings to the sharp glass. Crawls onto it cau-
tiously. Digs itself into the sand to get closer to it. liihhhhhhh-
haaaaa. The glass could have destroyed the ant's frail body. A
whistling — a signal - and the entire army of ants arrives dis-
playing great authority. They immediately start carrying the
hot glass towards the ant colony — they assume it's a building
block. The sun is baking and almost dries out the bodies of
the ants. But the glass lies on their backs reflecting the sharp
and murderous sunrays back at the sky. Survival. The sand is
always near. Smoothing, delicate, and alarming.

TZEELA

The wind strikes, it rushes into the ant's globular body. The
sandy wind seeks its abode between the ant's antennas.
There, on the ant's abdomen, if you zoom in, a Tzeela has
landed.

A TZEELA?

At first, it's barely visible. The wind goes szizzzzuuuuiiiiaaaa.
A Tzeela has cautiously landed in the dry Libyan desert. It's
looking for drinking water. Oh if only it could draw just a few
drops into its twisted, winding trunk. The Tzeela draws sweat
from the ant's abdomen. The moisture trickles through its
wings. The Tzeela also absorbs the sand on the ant's body. It

saves the grains of sand inside itself and by unknown meth-
ods, it wrings microscopic amounts of water out of them; con-
denses the sand. It contains a kind of carrier bag: throughout
the years, it has expanded its wings from within and stored
the sand there, in a homemade pocket. Tzeela lives in itself
and off itself — eats from its wings in order to survive, consti-
tutes its own portable food supply.

The grains of sand are angular and rough and unsuitable for
a wing. They grate against the organza-thin surface of the
wing from within.

Now there are bits of the desert glass from the desert sand,
little shock diamonds, futurist sand copies and period pieces
living in the cavities of the Tzeela wings. The spaces expand
and ramify, divide into new thin membranes. Tzeela's wings
have become transparent and glass-like. Still elastic. A

new material in the world has been created in these wings:
angular, grating, and elastic. Varbouyi, vaaarbouyi, warm, soft,
and flexible; like rubber, like a piece of gum slowly melting
between one's teeth.

THE ROCKS AND THE SAND

The rocks form groups. Everyday-like and surprising. Kept in
their place. Static, resting in the whipping wind. Their shape
changes overnight, even their colors: a yellowish ocher turns
brown, a grayness expands, touches of pink, coral, and orange
appear ever so faintly.

The low temperatures of the night bring out the dew: at dusk,
it creates pockets of ice and cracks in the rocks. When morn-
ing comes, the shapes, colors, and formations of the rocks
have changed. So has their location.

Their sounds have also changed. Shaped by the warm, sandy
wind, they have gradually lost their sharp edges. Their sounds
have gradually been tuned: it's impossible to recognize any
melodies, harmonies, any beat. The sounds are intense, at first
almost inaudible. The movements of the wind have caressed
all the angles of the blocks and made the stones sing. Every
angle produces its own unique humming. Huommmmm,
uiommmmm, mmmmmmiommmm, eilummmmm, Mm-
mum-mohm...

THE ANT PALACE AND THE GLASS WITNESSES

The ants climb to the top of the big rock in formations. They
balance while pattering; the blocks of granite never move
beneath their weight. The humming vibrations from the rock
soothe the scalding ants and make their aura shine. The aura



field from the ants mixes with that of the rocks - their ocher,
pink and grayish energies — so that a connection is forged to
the moment three billion years ago, when the granite blocks
were created — now all of this is pouring through the little
organisms. The ant bodies swing, sway from side to side, go
onand on, as in a trance — then they encounter the vibrations
of the rock. Every humming tone oscillates with a particu-

lar part of their bodies: the antennas, the organs, the legs.
Mmmmmmhm, aoummmmm, hyhhummm. The ants have
existed for 25 million years. Every tone brings out a vision of a
past moment and conjures it up to the ants.

The ants are climbing. They have put tiny pieces of glass

on their backs like shells. They're throwing the glass pieces
around. It's a game they play. The glass is light and sharp —

it splinters easily. They catch with their backs. The glass is
filled with air that was absorbed by the glass bodies when
the fire tornado of the meteor exploded. Particular, chosen
pieces lie in the sand, and the ants are circling around them
slowly, if they were cats, they would purr. The glass pieces are
distorted, helical, shimmering - they are what the ants call
GLASS WITNESSES. They worship the glass like deities, man-
ifestations of the ants that lived in the desert before the sand
melted, victims of the desert's new condition. They believe
the dead ant bodies were absorbed by the sand, which turned
into glass. Is that an ant leg, an ant eye? They patter across
the glass with their little legs, worship the pieces with their
bodies and sounds, look at the glass pieces with their teem-
ing and fickle perspectives. Perhaps they are trying to hold on
to the images of their ancestors from fear that the heat of the
meteor that melted down everything will repeat itself — or are
they drawn to it, will they encounter it again?

The ant is warm, thirsty. Now it moves down into the ground.
In the ant palace, everything is cool: the long system of corri-
dors underneath the sand is constructed of desert glass. The
ant moves, right, left, knows where it's going. Bedchambers,
workrooms. Pantry. The glass passages spread in all directions
like root systems. The walls and rooms of the palace have
been constructed out of the largest glass pieces and have
been sealed with little glass chips. The ants have designed
them. They have listened to the coming of the sandstorm. At
a strategic point in time, they have come up out of the palace
and placed the individual glass pieces at precise points in the
desert sand amidst the drifting storm. The ants have listened
to the wind and harnessed its direction and speed to cut the
glass into chips of the right size.

The glass has been fastened with solidified spit. The glass
pieces are in contiguity with one another and in the glass
passages of the palace, a light rolling buzz and abrupt ringing
sounds are constantly heard. Every room has a unique ringing
sound: deep long tones emerge from one room, loud sharp
tones from another. The sounds mix. Labyrinthine, shiny — the
colored tonality of the glass is glowing, illuminating arbitrary
points in the palace. In the deepest room of the palace, gen-
erations of ants have successfully kept little burning lumps of

glass liquid, preserved it the way it was when it was created
by the force of the meteor.

The body of the ant is dry — except for the bit of secretion at
the tip of its many feet that allows it to stand firm. The ant
wanders, turns a sharp corner. A passage expands and turns
into the great meeting hall - the ant can feel the heart of the
gueen ant beating somewhere, reverberating in the vibrations
of the glass. When her heart beats in steady throbs, the glass
pieces obey the rhythm of her body, conform to the frequency
of her life.

Right in that spot, the desert glass has been stacked in
perfect formations with openings that the ant can squeeze
through to inhale cool air. That's how the ants breathe in the
hot desert sand where the sandy wind blows — they carry the
airy glass like a shield, draw the cold oxygen out of the little
holes in the hard surface. The humming of the rocks helps
balance the oxygen in the glass.

THE ANT AND TZEELA

The ant moves back up, throws around its glass and the sand;
grains of sand whirl around. Tzeela feels the vibration. Now
tiny Tzeela is sitting on a piece of glass on the ant's back.
Tzeela has transformed her membrane wings into ears that
bend and curve, shiny and absorbent. They pick up the sound
of the wet sand drifting through the desert. Tzeela locates
the sand and absorbs it. It no longer resembles itself. Tzeela is
no longer the kind of butterfly that can be pinned to a board
with a needle. It's been joined by remains from the universe,
metallic substances. The metallic substances have been
embedded in the granite blocks and the glass pieces since
the time of the meteor. They've rubbed off on the sand, and
when consumed, they dissolve in Tzeeld's digestive system,
attach themselves, and create new skeletal parts in Tzeela's
body. The wind passes through Tzeeld's silk thin shapes, bend
and polish Tzeela's internal organs.

Tzeela wants to be a container, but is still a fluttering airy
unit that can hide in the swirls of the sand storm. Tzeela
transforms — as it always does, mutates, that's the property
of Tzeela - as though it wants to surpass the transformative
processes in nature, as though it wants to develop on another
time scale. It wants to show us something - this is what a
transformation looks like in slo-mo — Tzeela is adorable, but
also hopeless and awkward in its current form — now it has
suddenly grown much too large to rest on the glass piece

on the ant's back. Tzeela absorbs the rays of light, lets them
pass through itself, through the layers of recently formed
tissue..vaaaaaarbuji...on its journey, the wavelengths of light
are suddenly translated to sound, to striving, grieving tones
paraphrasing — some can only be felt, not heard - the Tzeela
is hoarse and thirsty, summons the water. The water slowly
obeys, perhaps too slowly...

Tzeela is struggling, it's fallen sideways into the sand. Can the
ant even feel it? They sit still next to one another. Tzeela has

to consume the smallest grains of sand the moment they
are made moist by the dew; before they hit the rocks or the
desert and dry out. The sand weighs it down. Tzeela is a flying
decoration, incomprehensibly thin and vulnerable, so elegant
and celebrated. Is it alive? Is it already dead? Its pulse and
metabolism are alien, dictated by the sand, the wind, and the
dew. It was once a butterfly with beautiful dust in the colorful
patterns on its wings, but the dust was slowly swept away

by the sandy wind. Tzeela had to crawl and creep, develop

its long trunk-like tube to absorb the moisture from the deep
depths of the sand.

Tzeela was once graceful, now it's partially dissolved. The
wind passes through its membranes: it only takes flight when
it's in a specific dialogue with the wind. It's still alive. It fought
for its way of life. It carries the beauty of wisdom and of pain.
By the force of Tzeeld's existence, a whole new form of life
has come into being in the desert. Tzeela's organism carries
within it that incomprehensible insight; it constitutes it. It

has relinquished control: it is its body and sees the changes
that shape it, lets them happen. It doesn't choose — it rests in
its own endless becoming and ever-changing condition, the
sandy wind blows through it.

The glass is shining between the ant and Tzeela. Tzeela sticks
its trunk into the glass piece. There are little pockets in the
glass containing drops of water, Tzeela pulls its trunk back

up, and lubricates its new multifunctional membranes with
the oily water, which has been stored in the glass for millions
of years. The ant's abdomen is wriggling. The creaking noise
from the joints of both organisms oscillates in the whistling
desert wind.

The ant and Tzeela are separate in the desert, in the sand.
The wind blows and drifts hard between them. For a moment,
they are close to one another, the next they no longer register
one another. But they still see something, hear something...
the sounds the wind transports between them. The wind has
passed through distant areas of the universe; it carries with

it an auratic concert of vibrations and throbbing grooves

and a deep humming between the diverse bodies of the two
organisms. The wind also contains particles and abstract
connections: metals, oxygen, and water from the cavity of the
glass stone, which find their way into the two soft skeletons
and nervous systems. Now their thoughts are linked - their
consciousnesses — their ways of perceiving.

The Libyan desert is overwhelming, all-consuming, invinci-
ble, static. A new incomprehensible life form is taking form
here. Unknowingly, Tzeela is also part of what is happening.
Perhaps it will take millions of years before anything further
happens to it. Now Tzeela registers the endless wind drifting,
the rocks singing, the glass sinking further and further down;
the endless passages in the anthill are growing, are extended
further and further by the glass fragments blown into the
fields of vision by the sand. @
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